
Happy New Year 2018 from Mary Beth, Richard, Robert, and Michael Hess

Welcome to our 33rd family letter. We put off 
writing this letter until after Christmas so we’d have 
time to actually pay attention and you might actually 
have time to read it! We wish we could meet all of you 
in person every year, but that’s not feasible as our 
reindeer and sleigh have not shown up! We hope this 
letter is a practical substitute and we are striving to visit 
some of you as we can.

What a year this 
has been for Michael
—he has enjoyed a 
year of growth 
professionally, 
academically, and 
personally! In March, 
he graduated fourth in 
his class from the 

Canadian Forces’ Basic Military Qualification course 
and then went on to complete the Soldier Qualification 
course. He gets to play with some really big guns! 
Michael is on track to graduate from the University of 
Ottawa in the summer of 2018, and as he is working 
towards that, he’s simultaneously a security guard, a 
reservist, and a regular volunteer with the UOttawa 
campus safety initiatives. 

On Easter Sunday, April 16th, he got down on one 
knee and asked his 
girlfriend Megan Elyssa 
Simmonds to marry him—
she said yes, thankfully. 
They are planning their 
wedding for summer 2019,
and they both like the idea 
of having the ceremony 
and reception at the 
Sharon Temple National 
Historic Site in East 
Gwillimbury. Stay tuned 
for more details!

Robert has had a
busy year including a
concerto performance
in February, a first
place win in the Wolff-
Ilse Bing Chamber
Music Competition
with his saxophone
quartet in Wichita, and
his first time presenting at a regional North American 
Saxophone Alliance (NASA) conference in the winter 
2017 semester. His girlfriend, Sammy, and her mom 
came to visit Robert in February for a few days, and 
enjoyed visiting the Wichita Art Museum, getting to 
know some of Robert’s friends, and of course some 
Presidents’ Day shopping sales! 

Over the summer, Robert spent most of his time 
working at Hillary House NHS for his second summer 
there. For two weeks in June he studied at the Frederick 
L. Hemke Saxophone Institute in Sidney, Maine, for 
which he received funding from a Koch Cultural Grant! 
The Institute opened up some possibilities for him and 
described it as saxophone boot camp, but in a good way!

During the fall semester, Robert won the Young 
Artist Performance Competition category in Kansas 
(state level) in the Music Teachers National Association 

(MTNA) competition. On January 14th, he will be 
competing in the regional round in Iowa City before 
heading back to Wichita for his last semester of his 
Masters in Music Performance degree in which he will 
be giving his degree recital.

Robert is looking forward to becoming more 
involved with the music and audio communities in the 
GTA upon his return in May from Wichita. As a start, he
was hired to assist sound designer Anne Keillor at the 
two Christmas Eve pageants at Timothy Eaton 
Memorial Church in Midtown Toronto. 

Mary Beth continues to work full time at Hillary 
House National Historic Site which is owned and 
operated by the small non-profit organization, the 
Aurora Historical Society. She often juggles her 35 hour
work week between daytime, evening, and weekend 
work but doesn't mind the juggling as our boys are so 
far away from home at school. Her tasks are mainly 
with Membership Coordination and Administration, but 
she also gives tours of the 155 year old home, does 
outreach, assists with fundraising, oversees the 
maintenance of the house, and organizes all Christmas 
events. She has also worked closely with Parks Canada 
these last two years after AHS obtained funding for 
much needed repairs/restoration on the house—two 
basements and upper exterior work. 

The Hillary family sleigh was restored this year. 
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February and March were sad with the passing of 
two McIntyre cousins within a short period of time. On 
February 4th, Louana McIntyre, wife of Mary Beth’s 
cousin Robert McIntyre who died November 30th, 2012, 
passed away after some medical challenges. On 
March 1st, Gordon McIntyre, Mary Beth’s cousin and 
brother to Robert McIntyre, died after years of health 
challenges. The Hess family and John McIntyre were 
pleased to have visited Gordon and Michelle in 
December 2016. The planned March 4th memorial 
service for Louana expanded to include a remembrance 
of Gordon. Richard documented this service with still 
photographs and an audio recording as not every 
relative could attend the service. The audio recording 
and photographs are now part of the family archives 
which John, Sally, Gordon, Mary Beth, and Richard 
have been working on for the future generations.

April 13th was another sad day when we learned of 
the passing of Mark McKeown, the son of Mary Beth’s 
cousin, Hugh McKeown—on the McIntyre-Campbell-
Hood side of the family.

Happier occasions included a May 15–29 visit from 
John and Italo to Aurora. John had a very brief visit with
us at the end of 2016, but it was great to have this longer
visit. Mary Beth, Richard, Robert, and Sammy 

thoroughly 
enjoyed 
visiting 
cousin Cathie
in Sarnia on 
the July First 
weekend for 
the Canada 
150 

festivities and fireworks. On October 8th, Richard and 
Mary Beth greatly enjoyed being at the “Hood” reunion 
in Keswick for a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner. This is
becoming an annual tradition for us now.

On December 3rd, St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in
Newmarket, Ontario, had a
celebration to re-dedicate a portion
of the facility after a major
renovation. Part of this included
naming some of the spaces after
notable people from the church’s
history. The Rev. Dr. Dugald
McIntyre was honoured by having
the area under the “Old Sanctuary”
named “The McIntyre Wing.” The Rev. Dr. McIntyre 
was Mary Beth’s grandfather, who served his last 
church appointment here from 1927–1940. There is also
a stained glass window in the “Old Sanctuary” 
dedicated to The Rev. Dr. Dugald McIntyre, his wife Ida
Anderson McIntyre, and their son, William Ogilvie 
McIntyre, Mary Beth’s father.  Mary Beth and Richard 
were married in the “Old Sanctuary” in 1983 and 
Michael was baptized there in 1995. Richard also 
documented this service with still photographs and an 

audio recording as John, Robert, and Michael were 
unable to attend. Mary Beth and Richard were delighted
that Hugh and Judy McKeown were able to join us at St.
Andrew’s for the service that day. Hugh’s grandmother 
and The Rev. Dr. Dugald McIntyre were first cousins.

Richard had some health challenges this year, but 
we are pleased to let you know that everything is now 
fine. In April and May, he had two stints in hospital, 
totaling 10 days, for gall stones and severe pancreatitis. 
We had to wait for the inflammation to go away (and a 
slot in surgery), but on August 15th he had his gall 
bladder removed via laparoscopic surgery and was 
home the same day. He feels better than he has in years 
and has said there is now a “spring in my step.” 

Robert stopped by Lancaster, Pennsylvania to see 
Jay on his way back to Aurora from Wichita for the 
summer. In July, Richard, Mary Beth, and Michael 
visited. It was wonderful seeing her. She is amazing at 
98 years young!

Richard's audio restoration work continued with 
several important projects. He expanded his services to 
include in one project the digitizing of an archive of 
audio tapes, video tapes (via a subcontractor), slides, 
negatives, photographic prints, and documents for the 
Latchford Historical Society in rural northern Ontario. 
At the end of June, Mary Beth and Richard delivered the
final work which included setting up a display computer
and network attached storage device on site as well as 
providing off-site storage. 
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Richard’s friend Bob Bossin, who was the founder 
of the Canadian musical group Stringband, gave his 
Eastern Canada farewell concert at Hugh’s Room in 
Toronto on October 7th. He asked Richard to record the 
event and through a variety of twists and turns, Richard 
and Hugh’s Room audio engineer Anne Keillor ended 
up making a 24-track recording...and becoming friends. 

As you may remember, Mary Beth and Richard 
have been driving around North America since forever 
and we realized that we’ve almost made it to every state 
and province...so to help complete our collection, we 
thought a trip through New England where we had 
never been as a couple would be fun. Stay tuned for 
next year’s news as we hope to complete our collection 
then!

A difference in this year’s trip was that it was more 
people-centric than most, visiting friends and relatives 
we had not seen in a long time. Holiday missives are 
nice, but nothing beats face-to-face. 

We left Aurora on October 23rd with Michael, just 
two days after the exciting but tiring Hillary House Ball 
fundraiser. We left Michael back in school in Ottawa. 
The trip format changed in the sense that we met up 
with people and spent time with them chatting, touring, 
and/or dining. We found it most enjoyable, relaxing, 
and fulfilling to tour this way.

We first visited with Robert and Linda Siegel in 
Waterbury, Vermont. Robert and Richard became 
friends in Kindergarten but lost touch after high school. 

About a half-decade ago we re-connected via Facebook.
The four of us had a great time telling our stories to 
each other and found out we were still good friends. 
The photo is a quick composite of two separate images 
in front of the von Trapp lodge in Stowe.

We then headed over to Mt. Washington in New 
Hampshire to experience the world’s first mountain-
climbing Cog Railway to the top of the mountain, but, 
due to ice and severe winds at the summit, we were 
only able to go part way up (to 5000 feet). 

Next, we toured Old Sturbridge Village in 
Massachusetts which is a replica of an 1830s rural New 
England town. It was indeed charming and well-done. 
We were pleased that although we were not able to start 
earlier in the season, we still saw good fall colours, 
especially at Sturbridge. 

Since we were so close, we decided to visit the 
remnants of the gilded age of the grand mansions by 
driving through Newport, Rhode Island, and had too 
brief a visit with Richard’s cousins Victor and Eileen 
Phaneuf in Warwick. 

An old friend of Richard’s, Tom Sprague, helped 
start The Museum of Broadcast Technology in 
Woonsocket, and we enjoyed touring the historic bank 
building and the collection of historic broadcasting 
equipment. Tom showed us a working Ampex VR-
1000B video tape recorder (it is the device plus the two 
racks) from 1958. It is amazing how much technology 
has shrunk in our lifetime.

Back in Massachusetts, we drove out to 
Provincetown (on Cape Cod) in the wind, with the 
Sandwich Glass Museum being a high point. Richard 
always had wanted to see the USS Constitution 
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(18th century US
Navy sailing
ship) which is
still afloat in
Boston. It had
just been
restored and it
was very
exciting to see
this living relic. 

Back to
seeing people,
we stopped to
see friends Janet
Houghton and
Paul Brown in
Rockland,
Maine. It was
good seeing
Janet again and
finally meeting
Paul. Here we all
are at Owl’s
Head Light.
 

Richard’s latent bridge-geek 
urged us towards the beautiful, 
historic, lightweight 78-year-old 
bridge connecting Little Deer Isle 
to the mainland.  

We toured Acadia National 
Park and Bar Harbor before 
driving through New Brunswick 
to Parrsboro, Nova Scotia, to visit 
with John, Mary Beth’s brother. 
We loved seeing his new home 
that he has restored. During our 
longest stay of the trip, we toured 
the north shore of the Minas Basin

in both directions in 21°C weather in November, 
witnessed the 15 metre tide change, and sang in the St. 
George’s Church choir with John as organist and choir 
director.

After leaving Parrsboro, we drove north to 
Rimouski, Quebec, and then had a wonderful time with 
Mary Beth’s cousin Sally McIntyre and her husband 
Louis Dumont in Quebec City. Richard’s bridge geek 
routed us in and out over the historic Quebec Bridge, 
still the longest cantilever bridge span in the world. We 
also spent an afternoon in the beautiful Cap Rouge area.

Speaking of Richard’s geek, we spent our last night 
in Cobourg, Ontario, so Richard could help friend 
Marie-Lynn Hammond with some computer issues.

We were blessed with overall very good weather for
this trip, but winter greeted us upon our return to Aurora
on November 11th.

Thank you for all your good wishes to us this 
season. May 2018 be a happy and healthy year for 
everyone. Please continue to keep in touch. We love 
hearing from you. 

Love,
Mary Beth, Richard, Robert, and Michael
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