
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas 2015 and a very Happy 2016 to you from Mary Beth, Richard, Robert, and Michael

We seem to say this every year, but time is just 
flying by. We do not have enough time to do all the 
things we want or need to do. It has been another year 
with the boys away at university for the most part. 
There have been exciting times and disappointments. 

In January, we saw the boys head back to 
university, so Mary Beth and Richard took advantage 
of cousin Lynn’s and Jim’s condo on Maui spending 
three weeks there. We had fun driving around, having 
great meals with Richard preparing salmon and tuna 
sushi for us a couple of nights. Richard enjoyed taking 
pictures—a lot!

We saw more beautiful sunsets than we’d ever 
imagine. The most exciting thing was we saw the 
“green flash” several times as the sun sank below the 
horizon.

We did many things on the trip, including a Judy 
Collins Concert at the Maui Arts Center. We later 
found out that our former choir director from Glendale, 
Jim French, conducted the Maui Orchestra for a few 
years, quite a while ago.

The high point of the trip was whale and surf 
watching. Unfortunately, one of the days we went out 
in a catamaran was also after several days of storm and 
was uncomfortably choppy. However, here is a picture 
from one of the calmer days, showing a young calf 
cavorting. We also caught a whale breaching about a 
mile off shore.

We also had lots of fun watching waves breaking 
on the north shore. It was pretty impressive. More of 
these images are in Richard’s Facebook account, but 
send him a friend request.  http://facebook.com/rlhess

Maui Ocean Center was most enjoyable. The 
displays are very interesting and many of the living 
specimens are beautiful.

We will go back, but will wait a few years.
2015 started off for Michael with him being 

accepted at a major security firm as a security guard.

 He enjoyed it, burned the candle at both ends, 
and finally decided that it was not for him. Here he 
is in March in front of our home:

Michael’s  goal  in  life  is  to 
help people. He believes that the 
Armed Forces are the best way to 
do  that,  but  his  vision  without 
glasses  kept  him from that  goal. 
After  much  research  and 
discussion,  he  decided  that  he 
wanted  to  have  PRK  laser  eye 
surgery  which  was  performed  at 
the  Bochner  Eye  Institute  in 
Toronto.  His  vision  without 
glasses is now 20/25! 

Anyway, Michael (a.k.a. Mike) is still studying 
Criminology at University of Ottawa. He seems to 
be getting along well with his peers and most of his 
professors. He has a girlfriend, Megan, who just 
visited here. They met through a campus Christian 
fellowship group. Mike is also progressing along the 
path to the Canadian Forces Reserves which is far 
less demanding while he is in University than the 
Security Guard position was, though that position 
provided a full summer of employment. 

Perhaps the biggest news from our end of the 
family was that Mary Beth’s brother John sold the 
big house on Yonge Street in Aurora. It had been in 
the family for 114 years. We were all sad to see it 
sold. We do thank John for all his efforts in 
maintaining and restoring the house over the years, 
but our small family and the financial aspects of the 
property made this the only rational choice. He is 
now restoring an old home in Parrsboro, Nova 
Scotia. His hip replacement surgery there went well.

Mary Beth has been working at Hillary House 
National Historic Site / The Aurora Historical 
Society doing Membership, The Gift Shop, and 
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support on many fund-raising and community 
programs and efforts. Richard has been volunteering. 
She selected about 400 images from the AHS archives, 
and we put that together into a slideshow and presented 
it on a large-screen TV. The photo at the right shows 
Mary Beth doing booth duty at The Aurora Home 
Show with the slide show in the background and 
Historical Society Board Member Shumaila Waqas. 
Trade exhibitions are fun but also tiring!

We attended a concert at Western University in 
London where Robert was playing at the end of March. 
At the end of April, Robert moved out of his 
apartment. Due to the tight time constraints and the 
amount of stuff to move, Richard handled the logistics, 
but the movers he had contracted for baled so we had 
great assistance from Chris Joyce from Sarnia and 
some Canadian Forces colleagues of Marc Philippon 
(Chris’s brother-in-law). The big annoyance was we 
had to move out on April 30th, but (of course) could 
not move in to May 1st, so we parked the truck at our 
hotel. Our faithful 2001 Suburban, still going strong, is 
parked next to the truck that Richard drove. Shortly 
after, in mid-May, we took our one excursion to a local 
wildlife sanctuary area. We need to go back more as 
there are beautiful photo opportunities, like the goose 
and its reflection.

Hillary House was very busy this summer as their 
main exhibit for the year was on the history of Tennis 
in Canada, tied in with the Pan-Am games in Toronto 
last summer. In mid-June, we took a quick trip to see 
Jay in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. It was a good time, but 
too short!

Robert worked at Sharon Temple this summer 
and also put together The Robert Hess Jazz 
Collaboration—a group with a varying roster that 
played at Sharon and (shown here) at Hillary House.

You can see fellow Western sax major 
Jonathan Bouchard on alto sax with Robert’s tenor 
and soprano saxes in stands. Robert also has an alto 
sax. The soprano was new this summer and he 
bought it with his own money. (Photo courtesy of Lyall & 

Pat McCurdy) We got to meet Sammy, Robert's new 
girlfriend at this event. In August, we visited Cathie 
Joyce and her family in Sarnia.

September found us at the Magna Hoedown as 
the Aurora Historical Society was chosen as one of 
the 15 charity beneficiaries of this long-running 
annual event.. That was followed by the annual 
Hillary House Ball. Mary Beth and Richard both 
work at that. We had some glorious sunsets at home 
in September.

The boys came back to Aurora for 
Thanksgiving and for voting in October. We were 
invited to another branch of the family—the 
McKeowns—who had a wonderful dinner for about 
47 people in Keswick, right on the water. We drove 
Robert back to Western and took a short vacation 
looking at fall foliage, mostly in the rain, but it was 
still great to get away.

We took a couple of days in the beginning of 
December to visit Western and see Robert in two 
concerts. He is shown here receiving his applause 
for a great tenor sax solo that he did with the Wind 
Ensemble. We also included one of his graduation 
portraits with his soprano sax.

For Christmas, we will be joining Michelle and 
Gordon McIntyre along with Drs. Lynn McIntyre 
and Jim Wright from Calgary. Both boys will be 
with us for Christmas as will John’s dog, Italo, who 
we have been dog-sitting since July. John will be 
staying in Parrsboro.

We wish you all a wonderful, Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 2016 with all our love.


