
Merry Christmas 2022 and Happy New Year 2023 from the Hess Family

You may view the wedding ceremony at: h�ps://youtu.be/DNF7EVN5VX0
For a higher resolu�on copy of this photo please see: h�ps://bit.ly/2022-10-15_Photo

Names of those in the photo are at the bo�om of page 2.
Our family newsle�er archive is at: h�ps://www.richardhess.com/family/
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What have Robert and Sammy 
been up to? Marriage, moving, 
and Maui. Not in that order, but it
sounds better. 

They had a year full of wedding 
planning and finding a place to 
live, but everything finally came 
together in the last few months of 
the year. The happy couple were 
married on October 15, 2022, by 
Reverend Kevin (“Rev Kev”) 
Livingston at the Tyndale 
University Chapel, Toronto. 
Family and friends from far and 
wide came to celebrate. From 
getting ready to partying at the 
end of the night, it was a 
wonderful and joyous affair. 
Robert and Sammy would like to 
say how grateful they are for 
everyone’s love and support on 
their big day. 

Two weeks before the wedding, 
Robert and Sammy moved most 
of Sammy’s closet into their new 
2nd floor condo townhouse in 
Aurora. There are so. many. 
stairs! Robert will find a place for
his possessions eventually. 

Two weeks after the wedding, Robert and Sammy flew to Maui for their 
honeymoon and packed a lot into twelve days. They went snorkeling, swam 
with turtles, took road trips around the island, drove up to the Haleakala 
Summit at three in the morning to see the sun rise at ten thousand feet, and 
watched the sun set every evening on the beach. When not sightseeing or 
relaxing, they were enjoying delicious local food, from some of the freshest 
fish they’ve ever had to shaved, flavoured ice. They loved the warm breeze 
and the laid-back Hawaiian lifestyle.  

Robert continues to privately teach woodwind students, mostly online, 
while also working at the Aurora Cultural Centre as the Audience Services 
and Production Coordinator for the performing arts programs. The ACC 
received a grant to facilitate in-house livestream concerts and purchase 
video equipment, and Robert is now diving deeper into the technical realm 
of video production. 

Sammy still loves creating books as a Managing and Production Editor at 
ECW Press, Toronto. Some of her favourite titles this season are: The 
Mother of All Degrassi, The Battle Cry of the Siamese Kitten, and Why Am I
Taller?

After two months of marriage, Sammy has successfully not poisoned Robert
with her cooking. [Sammy’s words, not ours!]

They are very excited to spend their first Christmas as husband and wife 
together. They wish you all a merry holiday season and a happy new year!

PHOTOS—Page 1 Doro Leung: TL Richard, Mary Beth, Sammy, Robert, Michael, John McIntyre
TR Bobby Kitchen (Oklahoma), Michael, Jon Bouchard (UK), Robert, Sammy, Emma Chin Wong, 
Jamelia Allen, Ana Norbert, and Amanda Warken�n at the Columbus Event Centre
BL Front: Marilyn Webster; Louis Dumont and Sally McIntyre {Quebec City); Richard, Mary Beth, 
Sammy, Robert, Michael, John McIntyre, Cathie Joyce Back: John Webster, Gwen Henderson, 
Mary Webster; Tom, Eve McIntyre Pilkington, and Luke (North Carolina); Lynn McIntyre and Jim 
Wright (Calgary); Adam Woodill, Chris Joyce, Dave W., Lynda Glover, Laura Joyce W., Rachel W., 
Kiera W., Sarah Philippon, Charles Lacroix, Trish Joyce P., Marc P., and Nathan P. 
BR Sammy and Robert at the Four Seasons in Maui
Page 2 TL Richard L. Hess: Emma, Sammy, “Rev Kev,” Robert, Jon TR Wedding Photo Booth: L 
Richard and Mary Beth; R Cathie Joyce, John McIntyre, Mary Beth BR Richard L. Hess: Sign at 
entrance to church
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What an exciting year this has been for Michael! In the military, he was 
recently promoted to Master Bombardier, which means he is now qualified 
to supervise a howitzer position and exercise more formal leadership roles 
in his home unit. He recently also began working for the federal public 
service, a change in reporting structure, but related to what he had been 
doing for the last few years. In addition, he is still working part-time with 
the Salvation Army and also volunteers with Crime Stoppers, most recently 
having been in the Ottawa “Help Santa Toy Parade,” where he dressed up as
the parade Grinch! He was able to break away from these responsibilities to 
visit his Uncle John McIntyre in Parrsboro, Nova Scotia, and cousins Sally 
McIntyre and Louis Dumont in Quebec City.

Last but not least, he’s absolutely overjoyed to welcome his new sister-in-
law to the family! Cheers to a long and happy marriage to Robert and 
Sammy!               For more photos, please see page 6.

All photos this page: Courtesy of The Canadian Forces

Michael at a training exercise.

Michael (centre) leading a demonstration on how to aim a howitzer.
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In some ways, it can be a good thing for Mary Beth and Richard to have 

another quiet year! We are very proud parents of our two sons, Robert 

and Michael. Their careers and their personal lives continue to amaze us 

as you have read in this letter. 

Hopes for a “normal” 2021 Christmas Season did not happen as COVID 

came too close for comfort. A couple of Hess family members came into 

contact with someone who tested positive for the virus shortly before 

Christmas Day, so fear of spreading the virus to other family members 

became a concern. COVID cases were also increasing in Ontario. 

Michael had to delay his visit to Aurora while Sammy had to stay in 

Aurora for the week right around December 25. Thankfully, we were 

able to video chat with Michael several times to keep him company, and 

we kept in touch with Sammy's parents, Ray and Elaine, regularly as 

well.

While this year is shaping up to be better, COVID is still with us and 

some close family members have just tested positive as this “goes to 

press” a week before Christmas.

Downsizing/sorting through things continued in the early months of 

2022, this time focusing on books and records. We still have A LOT of 

books and records, but we did manage to find good homes for 21 boxes 

worth! 

2022 was very similar to 2021. Richard continues to be busy with tape 

digitization. Richard’s clients have included part of the Anton Kuerti 

Archives, a second project for the Cinémathèque québécoise in 

Montreal, and an ongoing project for a religious organization in Santa 

Barbara that involves cassette transfers and very serious cleanup of over 

150 lecture recordings. 

In October at the Audio Engineering Society Convention in New York 

City, it was announced that Richard had been elected a Fellow of the 

Audio Engineering Society. He was already a Life Member.

Mary Beth continues to keep in touch with family and friends near and 

far and continues with the household tasks as usual.

In early July, we were able to visit Mary Beth's cousin Cathie and some 

of her family in Sarnia, and in September we drove to visit Mary Beth's 

brother John in Parrsboro, Nova Scotia.

We celebrated our 39th wedding

anniversary at The Wild Caraway

restaurant in Advocate, Nova Scotia.

COVID did arrive at our home in mid

July as Robert managed to bring it back

with him after visiting friends in

Oklahoma. Robert tested negative when he first arrived home but then 

tested positive two days later. Richard then came down with it, and then 

it was Mary Beth's turn. The worst part of the virus lasted about a week, 

and then it took time to get over tiredness and the lingering cough. We 

were all very glad that we were vaccinated.

October was a busy month as Robert and Sammy were married on 

October 15 in the Chapel at Tyndale University in North York which is 

part of Toronto. We were delighted to see so many extended family 

members and friends who were able to attend. We'll have to find time to 

visit these people as time permits as no one could stay in town very long.

It was wonderful though that John was able to stay with us in Aurora for 

a while. We know he enjoyed getting together with as many friends as he

could fit into his schedule!

Richard needs more data storage for his work, so is upgrading our seven-

year-old 18 TB network attached storage unit to a 36 TB one and also 

trying to deploy some other upgrades for himself and Robert this holiday.

After sharing data management for four years, we now need to 

disentangle Robert’s and Richard’s data storage.
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Minudie, Nova Scotia

A fossil in the museum at Joggins Fossil Cliffs, Nova Scotia

Isle Haute at sunset (from Advocate, Nova Scotia)

Advocate, Nova Scotia harbour sunset

Soley Cove near Economy, Nova Scotia
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Michael and 16.5 year old Italo at Cape d’Or, Nova Scotia

Michael and his second cousin Sally McIntyre in Levis, Quebec

Mary Beth and Richard are sad to announce the loss of some key people in our 
families and our lives.

Michelle (Couture) McIntyre, wife of Mary Beth’s first cousin Gordon 
McIntyre, died on March 3, 2022 in Etobicoke (Toronto). We tried very hard to 
visit with Michelle at Christmastime 2021, but COVID concerns made it 
impossible. Mary Beth used to telephone Michelle occasionally and even 
happened to call her the day before she died—without knowing that death was 
so close. Her daughters were with her. She is truly missed—especially by her 
daughters, Lynn, Sally, and Julie, and her granddaughter, Holly.
h�ps://turnerporter.permavita.com/site/MichelleCoutureMcIntyre.html

James Duncan Campbell, Mary Beth's second cousin, died on October 7, 
2022 in Guelph, Ontario. We really did not know him well, but one of his loves 
was keeping up with family history. We had wanted to visit with him, but again,
COVID concerns kept us apart.
h�ps://www.guelphtoday.com/obituaries/campbell-james-duncan-6022951

Noel Arthur Henderson (“Art”), 20-year partner of Jay’s daughter Carolyn J. 
Harris (“CJ”) died on April 3, 2022 in Kirkland, Washington after a 13-year 
battle with leiomyosarcoma. He was 90. He was an intelligent, warm, and kind 
gentleman.
 h�ps://obituaries.neptunesociety.com/obituaries/lynnwood-wa/noel-henderson-10712929

John G. McKnight (“Jay”) a giant of the magnetic recording world, died on 
November 5, 2022 in Cupertino, California. He worked at Ampex in the 1950s 
and 1960s as the art and science of audio recording was being refined. In the 
1970s, he started Magnetic Reference Laboratory to provide superb audio 
calibration tapes. In addition, he was a great help to Richard in researching 
recording esoterica for his papers and blog and encouraging him in his pursuit 
of high-quality audio tape recovery. He will be missed.
h�ps://peoplepill.com/people/john-g-mcknight
h�ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_G._McKnight

We wish you all
a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy, Healthy, and Rewarding 2023!
With best wishes and all our love

Mary Beth, Richard, Sammy, Robert, and Michael
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